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READABILITY LEVEL AND INVOLVEMENT DEGREE OF
AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION TEXTBOOK AMONG THE
BACHELOR STUDENTS OF SOME EDUCATIONAL
PROGRAMS IN FACULTY OF AGRICULTURE UNIVERSITY
OF MANSOURA.

Abd El-Magieed, M .A. M.
Agric. Extension and Rural Society Dept., Fac. Agric., Mans. Univ.

ABSTRACT

The purpose of the study was to measure the readability level of agricultural
extension textbook among the bachelor students of some educational programs in
Faculty of Agriculture, University of Mansoura, and to explore the effect of gender,
academic achievement, and specialization of education program on the readability
level. Moreover, the study aimed at measuring the degree of involvement of the
textbook under study for the student through the contents of educational
material. Three Cloze tests of different modules of the textbook were prepared to
measure the readability level. These tests were distributed to a random sample of
(137) male and female students representing 42.5% of the overall students studying
this textbook during the first semester of the academic year 2010/2011.

Five educational programs were selected; these programs were agricultural
extension and rural development program to represent the discipline of agricultural
social and human sciences, agricultural engineering program to represent the
discipline of agricultural engineering, and the programs of animal production, poultry
production, and plant pathology to represent the natural sciences and agricultural
biotechnology. Data were collected during the period from first of October until the end
of December 2011, where Cloze tests were conducted after the division of students
into groups, each of which (20) students. Romy’s method was used to measure the
involvement degree of the textbook for the student through the contents of educational
material. Frequencies, Percentages, Arithmetic Means, Standard Deviations,
Cronbach a Coefficient, t test for independent samples, and three-way analysis of
variance as tools for statistical analysis.
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The study results revealed that students’ performance in the readability level of
the tested textbook was in the Frustrational Reading Level, and that there were
significant differences in the readability level of the tested textbook due to students’
academic achievement, and the specialization of educational programs. These
differences were in favor of students who rated "excellent", and students belonging to
"agricultural social sciences program”. The findings also revealed that the coefficient
of involvement of the tested textbook for students through the contents of educational
material has reached (0.225), and this means that the book is authoritarian, i.e., it
contains a little bit challenging for the student thought, as the coefficient less than
(0.4), meaning that the student does not able to deal effectively with the textbook.
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