an is encouraged to consult her general practitioner because her husband
ther confused and irritable over the last 3—4 weeks. She admits to feeling
has found it difficult to remember lists on occasions. There is no relevant

v she complains of some non-specific back pain. This has been present for 2
drmal in the low thoracic area. She does not recall any trauma at the start of the
em and the pain is gradually increasing in severity. It is partially relieved by paracetamol and |
she b:‘uu\/s in the local pharmacy. She has noticed some abdominal discomfort and |
‘i she has related to the medication for the back pain. She takes no other
s not drink or smoke.

There is no abdominal tenderness. Bowel sounds are normal. She has
the lower thoracic spine.

v diagnosis?
tions would you perform?

i is referred to a neurologist by his general practitioner (GP). His symptoms are

sting of the muscles of his left hand. He has noticed the weakness is worse
for example, after using a screwdriver. He has also noticed cramps in his
1 o few occasions recently he has felt choking sensations after taking fluids.
s notable for hypertension for 15 years and a myocardial infarction 3 years
| consists of simvastatin, aspirin and atenolol. He is a retired university
1 his wife, and they have two grown-up children. He is a non-smoker and
}mn [\_ a bottle of wine a week.
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